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Yacht Club Foundations Do Good Work

On Thursday, April 24 Eastport Yacht
Club Foundation (ECYF) hosted the 

14th Annual Marine and Maritime Career 
Expo at Bert Jabin Yacht Yard. Twelve local 
high schools sent 130 enthusiastic students 
to experience a day in the life of a marine 
industry pro.

Conceived in 2010, the Expo educates 
students about the marine and maritime 
world and inspires them to pursue careers 
in the industry. It also offers an oppor-
tunity to make one-on-one connections 
with dozens of visiting exhibitors including 
marine service and retail businesses, mari-
time companies, military and government 
organizations, trade schools, and higher 
education institutions. 

Koralina McKenna, Anne Arundel 
County Public School board member, saw 
the Expo for the first time and said, “The 

Career Expo reinforces our commitment 
to connecting students with real-world 
industries. It is a powerful reminder of the 
vast opportunities available.” 

Additionally, students tour the busy 
working boat yard and visit on-site marine 
companies. John Staub of Diversified 
Marine Services at Jabin was “blown away” 
by the engagement of the students. “Rarely 
does one have busloads of young minds, 
yearning for mentorship or an opportunity, 
land in your parking lot.”

In a post-event survey, one happy at-
tendee responded, “I learned that it’s not 
just about building and fixing ships. There’s 
so much more! From scientists to chefs to 
designers, there’s a career for everyone with 
a wide range of locations and pay.”

First-time event chair and board 
member, Vicki Moyer, was thrilled with 

the day’s success. “Throughout the day I 
watched students’ eyes light up as they 
learned about opportunities that they had 
no idea were possible.” 

The positive effects were felt before the 
buses departed as one student landed a 
summer internship and one was hired for 
summer jobs.

EYC Foundation furthers its commit-
ment to inspire today’s youth to discover 

Did you know that Eastport Yacht Club and Annapolis Yacht Club each have a foundation that does good
work for sailors and the maritime community? Below are examples of some of their inspirational endeavors.

Sharing the benefits of the marine and maritime world

 # Happy students at the Marine & Maritime 
Career Expo. Photo courtesy of EYCF

SpinSheet.com  June 2025  21

To learn more about Grand Soleil Yachts or 
schedule a private viewing, visit www.davidwaltersyachts.com

SPACIOUS, SERENE, ELEGANT INTERIORS
The Grand Soleil 52 LC offers a luxurious and serene interior layout, perfectly suited for 
extended cruising. Bathed in natural light from panoramic windows and skylights, the 
saloon features a spacious dinette and a fully equipped galley to port. Three cabins and 
two heads — both with separate showers — ensure all guests are accommodated in comfort. 
The master suite forward offers an island berth, abundant storage, and a peaceful retreat 
at sea. Thoughtful detailing, warm wood finishes, and intelligent space planning define the 
Grand Soleil 52 LC experience.

BLUEWATER LUXURY, LONG-RANGE PURPOSE
The Grand Soleil 52 Long Cruise is the evolution of comfort, performance, and Italian 
design for extended offshore voyaging. Created by Marco Lostuzzi with interiors by Nauta 
Design, the GS 52 LC blends modern hull shape with timeless elegance, making it the 
flagship of the Long Cruise line. Designed for passage-making and bluewater adventures, 
she delivers balanced handling, impressive stability, and efficient performance under sail.

Two deck configurations are available: the standard Long Cruise version with raised saloon 
windows and protected cockpit, and the Sport version with a flush deck and sleek profile. 
Both versions prioritize safety and ease of handling, while reflecting the refined styling and 
craftsmanship Cantiere del Pardo is known for.

GS 52 LC

and embrace the marine and maritime 
world by offering scholarships to trade 
schools and colleges that specialize 
in those fields. Learn more about the 
scholarships and all the EYCF programs 
at eycfoundation.org.

 # Warrior Sailing hosted by AYCF. Photo by Will Keyworth

Celebrating silver,  
now going for gold

By Jacie Swenson

The Annapolis Yacht Club Founda-
tion (AYCF) is celebrating its silver 

anniversary. Since 2000, the foundation has 
awarded more than $1 million in grants 
and scholarships and helped thousands of 
individuals in the community experience 
the Chesapeake Bay. Behind the scenes it 
supports charitable organizations that focus 
on getting people on the water. Through 
programs like Warrior Sailing’s Basic 
Training Camp, 126 wounded veterans have 
experienced the joy and healing effects of 
the water.

At the foundation’s biennial fundraiser 
this spring, guest speaker John Bertrand, 
an Olympic silver medalist from the 1984 
Games, spoke about the value that sailing 
foundations bring to the sport. “Founda-
tions [like AYCF] aren’t just about pro-
ducing champions, they’re about opening 
doors, building character, and investing in 
young people who will carry these lessons 
into every part of their lives.” Every dollar 
that was raised at the auction is going di-
rectly to need- and merit-based sailors and 
non-profit organizations, such as the War-
rior Sailing and Seafarers Foundation, to 
deliver life-changing programs to members 
of our community.  

As the foundation board reflected on a 
“simple, yet powerful idea born 25 years ago 
that everyone, regardless of background, 
should have the opportunity to experience 
the freedom, confidence, and joy of being 
on the water,” they recently partnered with 
Guidehouse Consulting to ensure it’s on a 
solid course for the future and a three-year 
strategic plan is underway. Early anecdotal 
evidence and feedback from the community 
listening sessions have reinforced that the 
foundation’s mission is on a favored tack, 
which is to make the water accessible to all 
through sailing and other maritime activi-
ties.  

For more information about the AYCF, 
compelling stories about those it supports, 
and how you can get involved and make a 
meaningful impact in the Annapolis com-
munity, please visit aycfoundation.org. 


