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STEM on the Water teaches  
            through real-life application  

 

CONTACT:  Heather Gaetano, 410-952-3729, heather@EYCFoundation.org


For the tenth year EYC Foundation’s STEM on the Water program gave real-life meaning to 
lessons in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. The program, developed in cooperation 
with Anne Arundel County Public Schools, teaches STEM by way of marine and maritime 
principals. 


Across three days, May 29-31, 108 local fifth graders visited Eastport Yacht Club. Mornings 
were spent rotating in small groups through hands-on learning stations about Tides, 
Navigation, Wind, Mechanical Advantage and Ecosystem Health. Students work with 
anemometers, compasses, navigation charts, mini sailboats and pulley systems. 


In the afternoons, kids embark on power and sailboats captained by EYCF volunteers. Out on 
the water the morning’s lessons are put to practical use. While cruising, students get up close 
with anchored cargo ships, identify a weather station, see channel markers (some with Osprey 
parents guarding their nests), use navigation charts and conduct water clarity tests.


Retiring thirty eight year teaching veteran, Ann Winters was part of the early brainstorming that 
led to this successful program. She’s seen the new enthusiasm her students have after 
attending the EYCF event. Reflecting on this year’s STEM day, she said, “I haven’t seen that 
many smiles all year”.


Event Co-Chairs, Meghan Hryniewicz and Nadine Chien enjoy seeing the transformations that 
take place during STEM on the Water. Visiting fifth graders from surrounding neighborhoods 
discover a new way to use their STEM learning and some go from a fear of the water to a 
newfound joy about it. Hryniewicz shared, “It’s great to see students connect their classroom 
learning to our hands-on stations and the awesome adventure we provide out on the 
Chesapeake Bay.”


EYC Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization that works with 8 year olds through young adults in 
programs like STEM on the Water, the high school Marine & Maritime Career Expo, Marine & 
Maritime Scholarships to trade schools and colleges, and Junior Sailing Scholarships. It’s all in 
an effort to inspire and support future stewards of the Chesapeake Bay. Learn about all the 
EYCF programs at eycfoundation.org 
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